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Chartered by Special Act of Illinois Legislature
March 31, 1869

CHARTER
,1n ,1ct to Incorporate The Germania Maennerchor
SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the people of the State
of Illinois, represented in the General Assembly,
That H . Balatka, D r. T . J. B luthardt, H . Claussenius,
F . Roesch, and their associates and successors, are
hereby created a body corporate and politic, to be styled
·'The Germania Maennerchor," and by that name to
remain in perpetual succession, with power to contract
and be contracted with, sue and be sued, to hold all
kinds of property-real. personal and mixed, which t hey
may acquire by purchase, donation, devise, or otherwise, necessary to accomplish the object of the incorporation, and the same to dispose of and convey or
encumber at pleasure, to have and to use a common
seal, and to altar the same at pleasure, to pass by-laws
for the government of th e corporation, its officers and
agents, not inconsistent with the Constitution and laws
of th is State, and shall have and enjoy, and may exercise, all powers, r ights and privileges which other corporate bodies may lawfully have, enjoy and exercise,
for the purpose mentioned in this act.
-
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s~:cr10N 2. The objects contemplated by this act of
incorporation are to build up and maintain in the City
of Chicago, County of Cook, State of Illinis, a musical
society, and by means thereof to foster and advance ::
taste for music and social gatherings and· the refined
enjoyment of life.
SECTION 3. This act to take effect and be in force
from and a ftcr its passage.

F. CROr I N,
Speaker of the Ho11se of Represe11tativrs.

J. DOUGHERTY,

Speaker of the Senate.

Approved March 31, 1869.

BYa.LAWS
ARTICLE I.
Name and Object.
SECTION J. This Club, organized in April, 1865, and
incorporated March 31, 1869, as "Germania Maennerchor," later changed to "Germania Club," is, and shall
be, known as "Chicago Lincoln Club."
SEC. 2. The object of this Club shall be the promotion of social intercourse among its members and
their families; the culti vation of a love for music and
the encouragement of physical cultu re, in conformity
with th e specia l act of the Illinois Legislature creating
this corporation.

ARTICLE II.
Membership.
Classes of Membership.
SECTION 1. There shall be seven classes of members,
limited as to number in each class as follows:

-
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Honorary-Not to exceed ten.
L ife-Not to exceed one hundred.
Resident-Not to exceed one thousand.
Non-Resident-Not to exceed two hundred.
Army and Navy-Not to exceed one hundred.
Junior-Not to exceed one hundred.
Special-Not to exceed one hundred.

Age Limit.
SEC. 2. Only white persons over the age of twentyone years shall be eligible to membership in this Club,
excepting in the Junior membership class.

Honorary Members.
SF.c. 3. Any person who shall be nominated by a
two-thirds vote of the Board may be elected an
honorary member of the Club by a two-thirds
vote of the members present at any annual
meeting, provided that notice of such proposed election shall have been mailed by the Secretary to each
member at least five days prior to such meeting.
Honorary members shall be exempt from the payment of all fees, dues and assessments, and shall enjoy all the privileges of resident members.

Life Members.
SEC. 4. A life member shall be a member holding a
life membership certifi cate.
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A life membership certificate shall be transferable
by will, inheritance or assignment when all indebtedness due the Club from the holder thereof shall have
been paid.
The owner of a life membership certificate, or his
legal representative, shall give thirty days' notice of
the proposed transfer, together with the name of the
prospective transferee and the purchase price, and the
Board shall then have the right to purchase such
certificate at the said purchase price; or, if the transfer is made by will or inheritance, at the last previous
purchase price of a life membership certificate (not
less than $700.00), of which the Board was duly notified. If the Board decides not to purchase said certificate, it shall then authorize the said t~ansfer, provided the transferee is already a member of the Club,
or has applied for such membership, and has been
elected to membership in accordance with the ByLaws. No transfer shall take effect until it has been
thus authorized by the Board and the transferee shall
have paid to the Club the prescribed transfer fee.
Any indebtedness due the Club incurred by the
holder of a life membership certificate shall be a
charge upon said certificate and such charges may be
enforced, as provided in Sec. 7, Art. III.
Life members shall have all the privileges of the
Club and shall be exempt from the payment of dues.
Resident Members.
Src. 5.

A resident member shall be a holder of a
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transferable membership certificate and shall have all
the privileges of the Club. Such transferable certificate shall be the property of the Club members to
whom it shall have been duly issued, and shall be
transferable by such member to any eligible person
wishing to join the Club whose name has been favorably passed upon by the Membership Committee and
the Board. In case of death, such membership certificate may be sold by the executor or administrator
of a deceased member to a prospective member, who
shall qualify as above set forth, within one year from
the date of demise. Dues accruing against the membership of a deceased member shall be waived until
such t ime as the certificate is transferred, provided
transfer is made within one year from the date of
death. Failure to transfer such certificate within one
year after death of such member shall operate as a
forfeiture of the same to the Club.
A transferable membership may be transferred to
a person accepted by the Board, when the holder
thereof is not in arrears to the Club, upon the payment of the prescribed transfer fee.
Any indebtedness due the Club incurred by the
holder of a transferable certificate shall be a charge
against such membership for which the same may be
forfeited as provided in Sec. 7, Art. III.
Any person eligible for membership desiring to become a resident member of this Club may do so by
making a formal application for such membership and
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obtaining a transferable membership certificate from
this Club.
Any resident member becoming non-resident may,
upon written application to the Board, be transferred
to non-resident membership and his transferable membership certificate, unless sold, shall not be included
in the limit of one thousand.
Non- Resident Members.
SEC. 6. Any person whose residence and principal
place of business is more than thirty miles from the
Club House, and who is otherw ise qualified, sha ll be
eligible to non-resident membership, but shall not be
eligible to hold any office in the Club nor a membership on the Board, nor to serve on any Standing
Committee, nor be entitled to vote. Subject to the
foregoing limitations, non-resident members shall enjoy all rights and privileges o{ resident members.
A non-resident member locating his residence or
principal place of business within thirty miles of the
Clubhouse shall cease to be a non-resident member at
the end of the current quarter, but may become a
resident member when the Board approves his trans•
fer to resident membership, and he shall purchase a
transferable membership certificate, or pay to the
Club so m uch of the full adm ission fee for resident
members as he has not previously paid, and shall pay
resident mcmhership dues thereafter.
-9 -

Army and Navy Members.
SEc. 7. Commissioned Officers of the Army and
Navy of the United States, not on the retired list,
stationed or living in Chicago or within fifty miles
thereof, may be elected to membership in the manner
prescribed for resident members. Such membership
shall expire with the removal of the member from said
district, or by its termination at any t ime by the
Board. No initiation fee or dues shall be charged
such members and they shall enjoy the same rights
and privileges as non-resident members.

Junior Members.
SEC. 8. The sons and wards of members between
the ages of sixteen and twenty-four years may be
elected as junior members of the Club by the Board
and shall be entitled to such privileges as the Board
may from time to time p rescribe. At the age of
twenty-five such members shall apply for some other
membership to which they may be eligible under the
laws of the Club, upon failure of which their membership shall terminate.

Special Members.
SEc..9. The Board, by a two-thirds vote thereof,
may, at any regular or special meeting, for services
rendered or to be rendered to the Club, elect any
-
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person a special member, fix his admission fee and
dues, prescribe his privileges and terminate his membership at w ill.
Specia l members shall include Ladies, Ladies' Auxiliary, Chorus and such other classification as the
Board may establish.
Applications and E lection of Members.
SEC. 10. A ny person desiring membership in this
Club shall make a written appl ication for such membership, which shall contain the name, place and date
of birth, occupation, address and class of member ship
desired, and the agreement to be bound by the laws
of this Club, which application shall be signed and endorsed by at least two life or resident members in
good standing, and the withdrawal thereof shall not
be permitted without the consent of the Board. lf
the Board permits the withdrawal of any application
it may impose such qualifications thereto as it
may deem proper. A copy of the application shall be
posted on the Club bullet in boar d at least ten days
prior to action thereon by the Board, and the same
shall remain so posted until the Board shall have acted
thereon. All appl ications for membership shall be
investigated and submitted by the Membership Cbmmittee with its recommendation to the Board, a nd
shall be acted upon by said Board in the order in
which the applications are filed with the Secretary.
and the proceedings thereon shall be secret, confi-
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dential and final, three negative votes rejecting. The
name of an applicant having been r ejected shall not
be resubmitted within six months after such rejection.
SEC. 11. The full amount of the required admission
fee shall accompany every application.
SEC. 12. Notice of the final action of the Board on
any application shall be mailed to the applicant w ith a
statement of his account w ith the Club, and failure lo
pay within thirty days shall automatically cancel thr
applicant's election.
SEc. 13. Membership in this Club may be terminated by the Board as follows :
(a) By voluntary resignation accepted by the
Board if tendered in writing, but no such resignation
shall be acc~pted unless the member shall at the time
be in good standing and shall have liquidated all
arrears to the Club, including dues and assessments
for the qua rter in w h ich his resignation is tendered,
unless his indebtedness is otherwise liquidated to the
satisfaction of the Board. If such member holds a
transferable membership certificate, the same, prnpery assigned to the Club, must accompany such r esignation, and upon the acceptance t hereof and payment of all dues and obligations to the date of receipt
by the Club, t he payment of dues shall be suspended
until the end of the next succeeding quarter, during
which t ime such resigning member may obtain a
purchaser through the "waiiing list," as provided for
in "Section 18" hereof, or if there is no "waiting list"
he may find an applicant to purchase said certificate
-
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through his own solicitation, in which latter event he
shall not be required to first offer same to the Club.
1f said certificate be not sold by the end of such
succeeding quarter, said certificate shall become null
and void and shall be deemed surrendered to the Club
for cancellation and the amount of the suspended dues
shall also be cancelled.
(b) By surrendering a membership certificate for
transfer, as herein provided.
(c) By expulsion, as hereinafter provided.
(d) By forfeiture.

Waiting List.
SEC. 14. All applications for membership received
after the membership limitation in any class is reached,
as hereinbefore fixed, shall be numbered and filed in
the order in which received, and thereafter at all
times considered in such order.

Club Property.
SEC. 15. Any member, upon the termination of his
membership, shall return his cards, keys and other
Club property.

Title of Property.
SEC. 16. Termination of membership for any cause
w hatsoever shall operate as a release of all right, title

-
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or interest in the property and assets of the Club,
and the certificate representing the same shall be cancelled and may be re-issued to another applicant.

Memberships Not t o B e Advertised.
Si::c. 17. No member of the Club shall advertise or
cause his membership to be advertised for sale. Any
member viplating this provision shall be subject to
expulsion by the Board and the Board, by a twothirds vote, may declare his membership forfeited and
at an end, and thereupon the certificate of such membership shall be cancelled upon the books of the Club.

Sale of Membership.
SEC. 18. Any member desiring to sell his certificate
of membership may secute from the Secretary of the
Club the names of applicants for membership, from
whom he may obtain offers for the purchase of his
certificate. He shall then offer to sell his certificate
to the Club through the Board for the best price
offered by any such applicant, which offer the Board
is privileged to accept or reject.
Should the Board reject or not accept such offer
within thirty days, the member shall be entitled to
sell his certificate. to any person duly elected to membersh ip in the Club.
SEc. 19. If a member is indebted to the Club at the
time of the adoption of these By-Laws the Board
-
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may withhold the issuance of any membership certificate to such member and may pr escribe a time w it hin
which such indebtedness shall be paid. If the indebtedness is not paid w ithin the time prescribed, th e
Board may cancel such membership, after mailing a
notice of such contemplated action to such member.

A.RT I CL E III.
Fees, D ues, A ssessments, Etc.
SECTION I. Admission Fees. For Life Members ......................... $700.00
For Resident Members......... 50.00
For Non-Resident Members .... 25.00
A member desiring to transfer from his class of
membership to one for which the adm ission fee exceeds the admission fee already paid, shall be r equired
to pay the difference. Such transfer, however, shall
be subject to t he consent of the Board.
Fees for T ransfer of Certificate.
SEc. 2. Life Membership ................. $200.00
Resident . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00

Dues.
SEc. 3. Shall be as follows:
Resident Members, $60.00, payable quarterly in
advance.
Non-R esident Members, $25.00, payable annually
in advan ce.
-
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Junior Members, $20.00, payable annually in advance, same to be for fiscal year of the Club,
portions of which shall be disregarded.
Specia l Memb_ers, as prescribed in Article II, Section 9.

Loss of Certificate.
SEC. 4. If a member loses his certificate, or for
any other cause wishes the issuance of a new one, the
same may be issued upon payment of fifty cents and
t.he furnishing of satisfactory proof ,of such loss or
destr uction.

When Dues Commence.
SEC. 5. Payment of dues by members shall commence with their election, by paying such portion of
the periodical dues prescribed that corresponds to the
unexpired po rt ion of t he current period, no notice being taken of fractions of a month.

Assessments.
SEC. 6. The Board may increase or decrease the
fees or dues at any time, and may levy assessments
and prescribe the time and method of payment. The
Board may also waive admission fees for a period previously fixed by them.
16 -

Limit of Indebtedness.
SEc. 7. For cause deemed sufficient by the members of the House Committee, they may refuse credit
to any member of the Club.
On the first and sixteenth of every month a statement shall be mailed to .a member showing h is indebtedness and if he fails to pay the same w ithin
th irty days thereafter, or if he fails to pay his dues
before the 15th of t he month in which they become
clue, he may be declared delinquent.
Penalty for Failure to Pay Indebtedness.
SEC. 8. Such delinquent member's name may be
posted on the bulletin board of the Club, in the discretion of the House Committee. W hen such name has
been posted for thirty days and the indebtedness has
not been paid, then t he House Committee shall repor t to the Board the failure of such delinquent mem·
ber to pay the indebtedness and that h is name has
been posted for t h irty days, with its recommendation
in regard thereto, and the Board may thereupon forfeit the membership of such delinquen t member. Such
forfeiture shall not relieve said member from responsibility to the Club for his indebtedness to the date
of fo rfeiture.
-

17 -

ARTICLE IV.
Officers and Directors-Their Powers and Duties.
Officers.
SECTION I. The Officers of this Club shall consist
of the President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.

Board of Directors.
SEc. 2. The governing body of this Club shall consist of the Officers and seven Directors, which shall
be known as the Board of Governors.

Election of Officers.
SF,e. 3. The Officers of this Club shall be elected
at the annual election for a term of one year, and
shall ser ve until their successors are elected and qualified.

Election of Directors.
SEC. 4. The Directors shall be elected, four at the
annual m eeting after the adoption of these By-L aws
and three at the succeed ing annual meeting, each set
for a term of two years, and thereafter alternately
four and three directo rs for two years, respectively.

Duties of President.
SEC. 5. (a) The President shall pr eside at all meet
-
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ings of the Club and of the Board; shall see that the
By-Laws and Rules of the Club are enforced a nd
perform such duties as may be prescribed from time
to t ime.
(b) He shall be ex-officio a member of all committees.
(c) He shall, subject to the approval of the Board,
appoint the regular standing Committees of the Club.
(d) He shall also appoint such special committees
as the Board may authorize, such appointments to be
subject to the approval of said Board.
(e) He shall, with the Secretary, s·ign all written
contracts and written obligations of the Club which
have been appr oved b:>: the Board.
(£) He may vote on all questions.
SEC. 6. In the absence of t he President, the Vice' Presidcnt shall exercise all the powers and perform
the duties of the President, and also such other dutit"s
as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors.
Should neither be present at any meeting, a Chairman
shall be chosen by vote for such meeting.
Secretary.

SEC. 7. The Secretary shall keep the mim,tes of the
meetings of the Club and of the Board, which m inutes shall at a ll reasonable times be open for the inspection of the members of the Club; he shall notify
applicants of t heir election to membership and shall
issue notices of all ,meetings of the Club; he shall
-
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keep a roll of the members and a register of membership certificates, notify all members of the termination of their membership and issue certificates, cancel
returned certificates and issue new ones, as provided
by the By--Laws, mail all necessary notices and circulars and be custodian of all corporate records and the
corporate seal.
Treasurer.

SEC. 8. The Treasurer shall keep the accounts of
the Club and receive all moneys and securities belonging to or receivable by t he Club; pay bills approved as prescribed in Sec. 4, A r t. VI, and shal l execute all checks when countersikned by the Prcsidcn t.
He shall, at each month ly meeting of the Board, make
a statement of the financial condition of the Club, and
at the annual meeting of the Club submit a detailed
repor t for the preceding fiscal year, properly audited.
The Treasurer shall, at the annual meeting' of the
Club, submit a statement of his receipts and disbursements for the preceding fiscal year. He shall perform such other duties as may be.assig n ed to him by
the Board. He shall g iYe a bond, to be furnished at
the expense of the Club, for the faithful discharge of
his duties, with a responsible surety company a~
surety, for such amount as shall be fixed by the Board,
however, not less than $5,000.00. All funds shall be
deposited in such bank, in the name of the Club, as the
Board shall direct.
-
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Power and Duties of Directors.

General P owers.
Si::c. 9. The Board shall have the power to control
a nd manage all the affairs and proper ty of the Club,
make all contracts and purchases, provide for all expenditures, do any and a ll b usiness necessary in connection w ith t he ad ministration of t he affairs of the
Club and carry out t he objects and purposes of the
Club as set for th in its charter.
P ower to Fill Vacancy.
St:c. JO. The Board may fill any vacancy a.mong
the Officers and Director s arising from resignations
o r other wise, by a vo te of the majority of those present at a regular monthly meeting of such Boar d. The
person so elected sha ll hold office until the next annual election of the Club, or until his successor is
elected and q ua lified.

Special Powers.
SEc. I I. The Board shall, in addition to the above
general powers, have t he fol lowing special powers :
(a) F ix, enforce o r remit penalties for the violat ion of the By-L aws and Rules.
(b) Call special meetings of the Club to consider
specific subjects, said meetings to be called in accorda nce with the p rovisions of these By-Laws.
-
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(c) Prescribe additional duties for any of the officers in addition to those herein set forth.
(d) Have power by resolution passed by majority
vote of the Board to remove any committee, either
standing or special, or any member thereof, for failure to attend to the duties of such committee, and
may declare a vacancy in the Board for failure of
any Officer or Director to attend meetings for a period
of two consecutive months.
(e) \'Vithin the discretion of the Board, they may
allow the Secretary and the Treasurer such salaries
as they may deem proper, payable at such periods as
they may decide.
Meetings of Board and Quorum.

St:C. 12. The Board shall meet as provided in Article 8, Sections 6, 7 and 8.
SEC. 13. No contract involving the expenditure 01
more than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) shall be
made with any member of this Club or with any
person, firm or corporation with which any member
shall be connected, without first obtaining competitive bids, unless such contract shall be approved by
a majority vote of the Board present.

ARTICLE V.
Standing Co mmittees.

SECTION I. The President, with the approval of the
-
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Board, shall appoint the following Standing Committees, and select the respective chairmen of the House
Committee, Entertainment, Membership, Finance and
Building Committees from among the members of the
Board. All committees shall consist of not less than
three members and as mauy more as the Board deems
necessary.
I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

House Committee.
Entertainment Committee.
Membership Committee.
Finance Committee.
Building and Grounds Committee.
By-Laws Committee.
Publicit)'. Committee.
L ibrary, Literary and Publication Committee.
Committee on Relations w ith Co-operating and
Affiliated Clubs.
I 0. Recruiting Committee.
11. Music Committee.
12. Card Committee.
13. Billiard Committee.
14. Bowling Committee.
15. Chess Committee.
16. Athletic Committee.
17. Ladies' Auxiliary.
And such other committees as from time to time
may be authorized by the Board.
-
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ARTICLE VI.
Duties of S tanding Co m m ittees.
H o use Committee.
SEcr1ox I. The House Committee shall have general charge, supervision and control of th e Club
Rooms, furnishings and property of the Club therein
and repairs connected therewith; shall have charge of,
control and supervision of the purchase of the supplies used in the operation and maintenance of th e
Club and shall formulate and enforce the house rules
of the Club. These rules shall be appr oved by the
Board, and a copy thereof sent, during the month
of June in each year to each member of the Club.
The House Committee shall fix prices and rates to
be paid for food and other articles furnish ed
by the Club, and the use of the privileges of the Club,
its facilities and supplies. The operation of the Clubhouse shall be under the direction of a salaried manager employed by the Board; shall have charge of all
the employes of the Club, and shall report to and be
under the direction of the Board, and shall exer cise
such powers of the House Committee as the House
Committee may delegate to him.
The House Committee shall also make rules for the
r egulation or elimination of "tipping," or the giving
of gratuities to employes of the Club.
-
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Entertainment Committee.
SEC. 2. T he Entertainment Committee shall annually prepare a prospectus of entertainments and
submit t he same to the Board for approval ; it shall
have charge of and, subject to the approval of the
Presiden t, make all arrangements for all of the entertainments a nd festivities of the Club so approved,
and may, with the consent of the President, provide
small entertainments not announced in such prospectus, except as otherwise provided by the By-Laws.

Membership Committee.
Si;:c. 3. The Membership Committee shall investigate, pass upon and rnake recommendation s to the
Board of all applications for membership in acco rdance with these By-Laws.

Finance Committee.
SEC. 4. The Finance Committee shall approve all
bills and vouchers, an d the Treasurer shall n ot pay
any moneys out on behalf of the Club unless so approved or authorized by the B oar d.
This committee shall submit to the Board at each
regular monthly meeting a report of its acts and doings during the preceding month.

Building and Grounds Committee.
Sec. 5. The Building and Grounds Committee shall
-
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have charge of the building and grounds and the direction and supervision of all improvements thereon.
It shall a lso have jurisdiction of all matters r elating
to the real estate, relations with the public authorities,
adjacent property owners and of all matters incident
to the preservation and maintenance of the building
and grounds.

By-Laws Committee.
SEC. 6. The By-Laws Committee shall have the
powers and duties prescribed in Article X, Section 2.
Publicity Committee.
SEC. 7. The Publicity Committee shall see that
proper publicity is given to Club affairs and properly provide for press representatives at meetings,
banquets and other public events held under the auspices of the Club.
L ibrary, Literary and Publication Committee.
SEC. 8. The Library, Literary and Publication Committee shall have charge of £he library and reading
room; shall publish all Club publications and Club
history and provide lectures, and shall have charge of
subscriptions for a ll papers and periodicals used in
the Club.
-

26 ·-

Co-operating and Affiliated Clubs Committee.
SEC. 9. The Committee on Relations with Cooperating and Affiliated Clubs shall have charge of
arrangements and plans, whereby other clubs with
similar objects and purposes may be encouraged to
co-operate with th is Club.

Recruiting Committee.
SEc. 10. The Recruiting Committee shall perform
the duties usually devolving upon such committees,
and be in charge of all membership campaigns.

Music Committee.
SEC. 11. The Music Committee shall have general
supervision and direction of all musical organizations
connected with the Club.

Card Committee.
Soc. 12. The Card Committee shall, subject to the
general supervision of the House Committee, have
charge of the card room, card games and all matters
pertain ing ther eto.

Billiard Committee.
St:c. 13. The Billiard Committee shall, subject to
the general supervision of the House Committee, have
-
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charge o[ t!1e billiard room, and o[ all contests, exhibitions and other matters pertaining lo billiards and
pool.

Bowling Committee.
SEc. 14. The Bowling Committee shall, subject lo
the general supervision of the House c ·ommillec, have
charge of the bowling a lleys, and the administration
and management thereof, and also all contests, exhibitions and other matters pertaining to bowling.

Chess Committee.
SEc. IS. The Chess Committee shall, under the
general supervision of the House Committee, have
charge of chess and checker games.

Athletic Committee.
St:C. 16. The Athletic Committee, subject to the
general supervision of the House Committee, shall
have charge of the athletic departments.

Ladies' Auxiliary Committee.
SEc. 17. The Ladies' Auxiliary Committee shall
perform th e duties usually devolving upon such committees.

Reports of Committees.
SEC.

18.

All committees, unless otherwise pro-
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vided, shall r eport in writing to t he Board at least
twen ty days prior to the ann ua l meeting of the Club,
and shall make special reports at any time when requested by the President of the Board.

ART ICLE VII.
Nomination and Election.
N ominations.
Selection of Committee.
SECTION I.
Nom inating Committees · to nominate
cand idates for officers and d irectors of the Club, to be
voted for at t he annual election, shall be selected as
follows:
(a) At the regular meeting of the Board in March
of each year, one member of the Clu b in good standing, not a member of the Board, shall be selected
by each member of the Board. In case any m·ember of the Board shall fail to select a nominee, the
Boar d sha ll fi ll out t he required number by election.
(b) A specia l m eeting of the Club shall be held
in the Cl ubhouse on the last Monday in Mar ch, at
the hour of 7 :00 o'clock P . M ., of w hich notice shall
be given by the Secretary by posting the same 0 11
the bulletin board and mailing a copy thereof to ea ch
vot ing member of the Club not less than five clays
prior to said meeting.

-
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(c) The Secretary shall call such special meeting
to order, and after the Chairman and Secretary of
the meeting have been chosen, he shall report the
names of the members appointed by the Board as
above provided, and t hereupon there shall be selected
by ballot an equal number of other members of the
Club in good standing as of the previous month, not
members of the Board. At said special meeting each
voting member of the Club shall vote for the same
number of members as selected by the Board, and no
ballot shall be counted that contains more or less
than so many names. The same number of members
receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared elected, and their names shall forthwith be
certified by the Chairman and Secretary of the special
meeting and delivered to the Secrcla:y of the Club on
the same day.
Selection of Nominating Committees of Five.
SEC. 2. On the day following said special meeting
two regu lar nominating committees shall be chosen
under the direction of the Board in the following
manner:
T he Secr etary shall write each of said names on
separate slips of paper and place the names chosen by
the Board in one box and the names chosen by the
members at the special meeting in another box. From
said boxes ten names shall be drawn separately and
alternately, so that the first, third, fifth, seventh and
-
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ninth shall be drawn from one of said boxes, and
the second, fourth, sixth, eighth and tenth from the
other of said boxes. The first, second, third, fourth
and fifth names so drawn shall constitute one nominating committee, and the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth
and tenth names so drawn shall constitute the other
nominating committee. The first and sixth names so
drawn shall be Chairmen of their respective committees.

Method of Nomination.
SEc. 3. Each of said committees shall, within ten
days after its selection nominate a full ticket. Upon
a four-fifths vote of each of said nominating committees, the same person may be nominated upon both
tickets. No member shall be nominated for any office
without his consent, nor unless in good standing. The
respective tickets so chosen shall be certified by the
respective chairmen to the Secretary on the same
date, and simultaneously and forthwith be posted by
him on the bulletin board, with his certificate that all
of such nominees are in good standing. No announcement of the names of the nominees shall be made
prior to the posting of said tickets.
Term of Nominating Committee.
SEc. 4. Said nominating committees shall continue
to hold office until the annual election and shall fill
-
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any vacancy that may occur in their respective tickets
through death, withdrawal or other cause. No member of the Club shall serve on a nominating committee two years in succession, nor shall any member of
the nominating committee be nominated for any office
by said committee.

Nomination by Petition.
St:c. 5. Voting members of the Club in good standing, constituting not less than five per cent of the
voting membership, may nominate candidates for any
or all offices. Such nominations shall be in writing,
s igned by the members making them, and shall, at
least fifteen days before the date fixed for such election, be placed in the hands of the Secretary, who
shall attach his certificate that said nominations were
made by not less than five per cent of the voting membership, and shall forthwith post such certified nomiuations on the bulletin board.

Judges and B allots.
SEC. 6. After the nominations a re made the Secretary shall cause to be printed, and at least ten days
before the election, mail each member of the Club an
official ballot containing a list of all offices to be filled
at such election and the several candidates nominated
therefor in a lphabetical order. The privilege of voting shall be limited to Honorary, Life and Resident
-
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members in good standing. The Board of Directors
at their regular monthly meeting in April of each year
shall appoint five members o ther than members of
said Board to be judges at the annual election. Such
judges shall receive and canvass the ballots cast at
such election, and report to the annual meeting. The
person receiving a plural ity of the votes cast for the
respective offices shall be declared elected. Any vacancy among the judges may be filled by appointment
of the President. Members shall vote at the annual
election by p lacing a cross opposite the name of each
candidate upon said official ballot for whom they des ire to vote, and no other ballot shall be counted.
D efinition of Good Standing.
SEC. 7. No member whose house account prior to
and including t he preceding mon th, o r whose curr ent
dues a re unpaid, shall be considered in good standing.

Elections.
SEC. 8. T he annual election of Officers and Directors shall take place on the second Th ursday of May
in each year, and shall be by ballot. T he polls shall
be open from 5:00 until 8:30 o'clock P. M .
SEC. 9. If the nominat ing committees should fail
to make nominations, or if all the candidates nominated for any one office should w ithdraw, or should
a tie occur, or any unforesec:n cause rendering a new
-
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election necessary, such election shall take place at
the annual meeting by ballot, and in such case oral
nominations for the office or offices to be filled shall
be in order.

ARTICLE VIII.
Meetings of the Club.
Annual Meeting.
SECTION l. The annual meeting of the Club shall
be held on the second Thursday of May in each year
at 9 :00 o'clock P. l\I., at the Clubhouse in the City
of Chicago. At such meeting the order of business
shall be as follows:
I. Minutes of Previous :Meetings.
2. Reports of Officer s.
3. Reports of Committees.
-1. Unfinished Business.
5. New Business.
6. Reports of Judges of Election and Announcement Thereof.
7. Installation of Officers and Directors.

Adjournment.
SEC. 2.
If no quorum be present at the annual
meeting, those present shall adjourn such meeting.

Special Meeting.
SEC. 3. A special meeting of the Club shall be
called whenever the Board shall deem it necessary
or whenever twenty-five voting members of the Club
in good standing shall make a written request to the
President for the same, specifying the object of the
meeting.

Quorum.
SEC. 4. Twenty-five voting members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any
meeting of the Club.

Notice.
SEC. 5.
Notice of every annual or special meeting
of the Club shall be mailed to each voting member
at least ten days before the date of such meeting, and
a notice of a special meeting shall state the object
for which said meeting was called, and no other than
the business specified in the notice shall be transacted
at sai~I meeting.

Directors' Meeting.
SEC. 6. The Board shall meet for the transaction
of business regularly at least once a month. The
fi rst meeting after the annual election shall be he ld
within ten days -after such election.

-
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SEc. 7. The President may, and upon the wr itten
request of three members of the Board, shall call
special meetings of the Board.
SEC. 8. Five members shall constitute a quorum at
any meeting of the Board.
Rules of Order.
SEC. 9. \\'hen not inconsistent with these By-Laws,
Roberts' R11les of Order shall govern the meetings
of this Club, the Board and all committees.

ARTICLE IX.
Miscellaneous.
Cards.

SECTION I
A membership card gl\'mg name and
number shall be issued annually to every member 011
payment of his first quarterly dues.
SEC. 2. Admission cards may also be issued, on
written application, to the Mother, \,Vifc, Unmarried
S ister and Unmarried Daughter of an honorary, a life
or a resident member.
SEC. 3. Members in good standing, on written
application, may secure a visitor's card to any club
or clubs affiliated with this Club.
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Guest Cards.
SEC. 4.
Members in good standing, on written
application, may secure a guest card for any person
eligible to non-resident membership for not to exceed thirty days. Members will be held strictly responsible for the conduct and indebtedness of t heir
guests. Ladies are not eligible to guest card privileges. Guest card privilege will be extended to a
resident of Chicago who has signed an application for
membership. The sponsor for the applicant will be
held responsible for the conduct and indebtedness of
the guest.

Members' L uncheon and Dinner Guests.
SEC. 5.
Members having luncheon or dinner
guests, shall register them at the door. This privilege shall not be extended more than twice each
month to the same gentleman. Members will not be
per mitted to introduce as guests any person who has
been dropped, suspended or expelled from the Club.

General.
SEC. G. The Board may at any time and on any
subject reconsider its vote or rescind its action.
SEC. 7. The chairman of every committee shall, at
the request of any member in good standing, advise
such member of the date and hour of the next meet-

-
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ing of his committee, and sh all, at the members request, grant a h earing, and any chairman who refuses
to g ive the information her ein provided for shall be
ine ligible to hold such office for one year.
Title to P roperty.
Si::c. 8. Only Honorary, Life and Resident members shall have any right or title to, or interest in, t he
property or the assets of the Club .

Leave of Absence.
SEC. 9. The Board may grant a leave of absence
for not less than six months to any Resident member
of the Club in good standing; appl icatio n for such
leave must be made in writing.
No leave of absence shall be g ranted except in
case of absence from the city, and a member making such application shall be at least 100 miles from
the City of Chicago during the term of such leave
of absence.
No member shall be liable for dues during the ter m
of h is leave of absence, or have the privileges of the
Club.
SEc. 10. Any member of the Club may be cited to
appear before the Board for any act or conduct injurious to the o r der, peace, interest o r welfare of the
Club, or at variance with its By-La,YS or Ru les.
Should the complaint be made by a member
of t he Club, the same shall be in writing and signed
-
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by such member. The Secretary, at the direction of
the Board, shall notify the member so charged, in
writing, furnishing him with a copy of such charge or
charges, and giving him at least five days' notice to
appear before the Board to answer. The investigation of· such charges shall be conducted in
such manner as the Board may prescribe, and if upon
inquiry and hearing the Board shall be satisfied of
the truth of the charge, they may censure such member or, if in their judgment the interests of the Club
demand such action, they may ask h im to resign, or
they may expel him which action shall carry with it
the cancellation of his membership certificate, as provided in these By·Laws. The Board shall be the sole
judge of what shall constitute conduct injurious to t he
order, peace, interest or welfare of the Club, or at
variance with its By-Laws or Rules, a nd shall "be the
sole judge of the sufficiency of the evidence supporting such charge or charges. A two-thirds vote of
the Board shall be necessary to expel a member.
K oti-:e of expulsion of any member of the Board
shall be duly posted on the bulletin board of the Club
within a period of thirty days.

ARTICLE X.
Amendments.
SECTION I. Except in so far as otherwise provided
by the laws of the State of Illinois, governing corpora-
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tions not for profit, these By-Laws may be amended
by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the Club
present at any meeting, provided that the proposed
amendment or amendments shall have been mailed to
every member of the Club, directed to the last address by him furnished, at least eight days before the
meeting at which the amendment or amendments arc
to be considered; but these restrictions shall not apply to the amendment of a proposed amendment
when being acted upon by the Club.
SEC. 2. All proposed amendments s.l1all be referred
to the By-Laws Committee, who, after careful consideration thereof, shall return them to the Board, together with their recommendations, except when fifteen members present a proposed amendment to the
Board, when all preliminary requirements for its cons ideratfon by the Club shall be complied with, without
submission thereof to any committee, and a meeting
of the Club shall be called within forty days to vote
on such amendment.
SEC. 3. All by-laws heretofore enacted by this Club
are hereby repealed.

